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Research progress on ferroptosis in retinal diseases

ZHANG Danlei, REN He, CHEN Zhen
Eye Center, Renmin Hospital of Wuhan University, Wuhan 430060, Hubei, China

Abstract

Ferroptosis, a recently unveiled form of regulated cell death (RCD), is characterized by a lethal,
iron-dependent buildup of lipid peroxides. Distinguished by its unique morphological and biochemical
features, ferroptosis has emerged as a potential contributor to various diseases, including cancer,
neurodegenerative conditions, and acute kidney injury. Ferroptosis in ocular cells has also been found
to lead to a variety of ocular diseases. In this review, we outline the mechanisms of ferroptosis and its
regulation, and describe findings on ferroptosis in retinal diseases, including age -related macular
degeneration, retinitis pigmentosa, diabetic retinopathy, and retinal ischemia-reperfusion injury.
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PEAS P (age-related macular degeneration, AMD) \fil
W] 5 (7, 28 A% M (retinitis pigmentosa, RP) & %5 #1
) 3% 2% (diabetic retinopathy , DR) | # [¥%] i fk 1fiy F-
# 7 (retinal ischemia reperfusion injury, RIRT) 4§ .
A SCES T H ETE Y K B R AL T AR T PL R B H
AL 19 JEAH 5 90 HR A A AE 5 R

1 $KIEE T

BRAE T 2 — Bk ARORE M JE 8 T2 B 2C Y i i 4
TR, ST RIE A T 2 Al se T X
oL, H e A ol R 0 B 3 AR A IO U B T M 4R (reac
tive oxygen species, ROS) i 7= A=, fig 0% 5 240 W) i
20 M 1 3t 2% 55 ) e R A, 6 R T 6 2 2 SRk A

B3, 55 40 I S 5 9 1) o IR a0 2 X AR O BRI, R
FET-FETE 45 2 A A AR A5 A 1 5 H At 41 i 58 7 07 28
fEREER ., ERE¥ L SR T W EERAR
RN VSR IR UN 6 N [ N CI SRR ee v
R v gAY Y 2Ok A R R 07 gk O R 40 B A R C R
B AR BRBE TS AN 23 51 R AN A I Y i A ko 4n
JHL A% B S 28 A AR AL, 3X 5 PR AE M I T 3R B £ 4
it e 24 S B G AR AN TR R AR HL D L R BT
T2 14 & A AR 1 e R A< il caspase B UCT , T /2 95
Qe 4 P kAR 1 25 L 55 08 T o Ak ) B K it R
b 2 Gt % flir 2 6] A BVE Y . kK Bh ) Rk
o7 RN A B T AR A R G 0 2 e D0 B i R
b A R T A R R Rl U
LR R A sE T (| 1)
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SRR RERE IR EE TG IGIGGG

ES Al GCH1
l i — i —
BERK
l NADP* coQ
GSH \ /
FSP1
e GPX4 NADPH / \ CoQH:

IR

ACSL4

PUFAs ———— PUFA-PLs ———> PLOOH

LPCAT3

peneee?
bbddy

GPX4

— 0
esH RS

CoQ —> CoQHz2—] 2R

DHODH LRIRPAIRE

\_ kst

ZUR L

ROS + Fe* «—— Fef ———> LIP

ROS

1 HETEERFENS
GSH : B JE P23 6 H K 3 GSSG = b PE A B H K s GPX4 - 45 Bk H ki S0k W 45 GCHL: G TP B ALK fife il 15 BHA - DU S0 Py s
NADPH : i JFUR A 11 s NADP "« K0 PR I G20 — 4% 1 W 1R, 8 D5 R Al Aty 11 10 S (kI 30 FSP L RS T3 1 46 19 15 CoQ: 12 il ; CoQH2:
ZHUZ T ;s DHODH : — & 7L M B &l ; PUF A : Z R AR IR s PUF A-PL . & Z R AR D5 R (9 5 18 ; PLOOH : B I8 &t 1L 9 ;
ACSLA: BEEA TG A 5 0 4 LPCAT 3 35 L84 AR 156 A 0l 58 52 4% B2 1 3, ROS I M, STEAP3: B 71 B /S YR B b J B 35 LIP . A FR

FERM; TFR 28 1 2 FPN kil A A

L1 SRIETHRENS  FRIE T RRAE A Bk
PENR B S Ak i R, R A IR TRl e 2
FRBRACI R M A7 ¢ o IR B i AR A R B AL T AR i
TP AL O BN, R AR 2 A A b A 2 P D
O BRI B A (CoA) A I B8 5 % i A 4
(acyl-CoA synthetase long chain family member 4,
ACSL4) il i 1w % i Pt AR 66 75t K& % 7% i 3 (lyso-
phosphatidylcholine acyltransferase 3, LPCAT3) /&

G 2 A ARG R (polyunsaturated fatty ac-
id, PUFA) i # i (PUF A -containing phospholipid,
PUFA-PL) e K71, ACSLAf#E{L 40 PU-
FAs 5 CoA 454 4 1l PUFA-CoA, 4] 4 46 4 Y 4
iz -CoA BB EARR-CoA %5, SR 5 LPCAT 3 # H ik
b5 5 W RE 45 & 0 PUFA-PL Y i T PUFA 7£
FE A T8 1 BUMG Yk 3X 2 PUFA-PL ) &) #% A
A6 AR AR RN A ORE B i SR e S
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e ZRE RN AT OGN kT A T 0 Ak A2 28
JZ R & PUFA-PLs 33 &AL 1) 3 2k 4%, 4 P9 R
ERR(Fe’ )b i FAL A E L Fe (ROS, =9
1 ROS i#f — 2 5 M v i) PUF A SN, 77 A B i aok
Ak

BACH Ry R AE T R AR R P — E
WAy IEHRET 4/ Fe'' 554 4 A (trans-
ferrin, TRF)&5 & SR G #i A I b A0 35 2k 8 H 21k
(transferrin receptor, TFR ) 51 3 P 75 2] 41 Jfg w7,
B TFR W WUR , STEAPS 4 & i Ji il S 1 o 28 AR %
11 A 51 2 (solute carrier family 11 member 2,
SLCIIA2) ¥ Fe' if J5i oy Fe?' I R0 2 4f g oz v
JE 1A F4 58 B (labile iron pool, LIP) . 41 g iy LIP
A E 20 D B A MR S R R kA AR R A A
oy Bk 2R 1 (ferroportin, FPN) iz = g 4h' 2
1.2 SZETHIBASHIE Harirs = kBt
WA RS A GPX4-GSH &4 .GCH1-BH4 %
4 .DHODH-CoQH2 £ 4t \.FSP1-CoQH2 & 4t , H
1, GPX4-GSH RGEHOA N ZERIE T /Y T 2 AL
il o GPX4, il GPX Z IR MM 4 067 % 51, A A
[F] S 240 e s o7 %) ST 60 4 G, B B GP X4 | £k 1A
GPX4 M ¥ GPX4, GPX44r FHif2}y 19 kU, 4y
B 17042 FE MR 41 A, H A s 0T ok S Ak W i Bk e
b JE M 28 e H K (glutathione , GSH) J& GPX i 5 Ji§
JoT s S A T Bl B DR b R R L Y PR
RAARY Tk S R ok 4 MR A2 A IR R 5 Xe ik
R /4% S R I i 38 B 1 (L6 % iz W3 SLCT7A11/
xCT FE 4 3 SLC3A2) # AN 5 , 7645 Bk T
JIR B4 AU T 1 AR R R R R R, S 5
GSH & . GSH ML 5T N GPXAHrIa], i J5 i it
SUE =R A INTNE 1K 73 - R

B TR0 P B9 GPX4 AT A5 Rtk ) — &5
W B B A B (dihydroorotate dehydrogenase,
DHODH) i [7] 0 il 2 FE T, 24 GPX4 2k R 36 i,
H DHODH 4 5 (1 4z 44 5 A7 B 18 & 4t m LA Ab £
GPX4 )8t 2, DI 2% i 26 r R B I o R A
DHODH J& 37 T 2 R 44 P REE L (8 — Fifr i 0 5 il 6
05T A b 1 E A T R A A AR Y 56 DU AP RO B
AFLE R AL FLE R . W DHODH fiff £ k7
{4 N B v 72 i (coenzyme Q, CoQ) 3K #5 H F 45 i A
F 4 2R AL BT R AL R R IZ R (CoQH2) , B AR AR 5
SUE =R (A

U B AT 9T B L BR T 5 GPX4 AH 56 Y B 18 4
2, 40 S b A Bk AE T R 4R 1 1 (ferroptosis-sup-

pressor - protein 1, FSP1) 1 GTP ¥ fb /K f# fif 1
(GTP cyclohydrolase 1, GCH1 )t J& &k %€ 1= B 18 1)
FHEH T . FSP14& NAD(P)HARH (1) A AL S
REMS I CoQ i i CoQH2, A AL BH 7] CoQH2 41l il
g it A Ak, GCH1/BHA4 B2 GPX4 31 K 4
— P EEERIE TR AR AR . GCH B R it 2
JIg P Bt 4801k 7] IO S A ) 5 P2 (tetrahydrobiopterin,
BH4) % ik , BH4 J& — & AL A & B 3% 25 H b 5 m
ST 5 A I I R R A A5 2 B AR A S 1
PR T, A 6% A S el 2 g o o 4Rk

E i A WF 5% & B0 AE A I BB v, 4k 9 T R L R
AR FE S TR 8 R E K (retinal pigment
epithelium, RPE) 2 fg . # 25 75 4H Jfd (retinal ganglion
cell, RGC) FUBOL A0 ML . RPE 40 g 78 I 57 1L I i 4
PR b R A EEAE R BB B IR B & PUFA W
JEIEAZ B AN, I RPE AT A 3 75 5 52 51 Sk 1 3
55 10 i ok SR A A s e g TR I T Y S
WK AL T 18 5 8 B GSH-GPx4 %l .FSP1-CoQH2
A GRS VHINE T RPE 240 i A9 4534052 . ik 4k, T
P AR A B 1 S Ak T 0 AR 1R I R AR A 2
10k SR A0 I A 2, 3 R I B Ak o kL AT 5 K
RPE 41 il 2k 58 1~ I 4 1k 40 ) 1538 47 P 990 19 &
JRUY BRI L AE RGC FUBOE 40 i i 461 40 v &
T ECEEMIMEM ., B3R89 GSH 1Y
A BLRE B 1 i RGC B9 8k S8 T, 1 b 58 4 IR M GSH
Al DR E 2R 5 X8 R 5L SLCTATL R IK ,
17T 8 568 200 L 1) B 4R AL R 0, 0 i v SO 4 i Y T
F1 o 3K — &N FT RE 8 i R GSH-GPx4 fill i i ok
Wk /0 i o it AR A 0 B BB SN A M A fR T aX
SE R G AR s BRBE T IR AT AL, R H R 5 RPE 4i
JitL RGC IS 20 i AH G 1 P8 45 3% 42, v] BE L T
AL 1) S 240 B 4k BT T 1 AT R s

BRIET RO TR AE T 2 A B ATk B T A
BERGEZ M PR, BRIE T & B L AL $E PU-
FA-PL )& K i Ak R ARt . kst i R
4 £ # 40 GPX4-GSH &4 .GCH1-BH4 & %; .
DHODH-CoQH2 & % \.FSP1-CoQH2 & % . Y412
HERRHE T 1 48 L 5 Bl 5 2 Ok Bk TR 4 R e 4R
B B Ak R T s A0 MRS T i o o AR Ak 1 B
R S8R S A B AR SE T AN AE T . AC
SL4 Ml LPCAT3 4% PUFA-PL ) & i , PUFA-PL
25y ki Ak AR L R 5 5 SR Ak Y 3t AR
B &5 BRI T . Feo ' IS 3 2% N, 7k
ROS, f& #F g B it 1k o BF X LR #2  A7 pd 3=
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BRI RGO AN ST : GPX4-GSH &4t
i ik GPX4 Al GSH P [A] 3 B A ot i 48 A6 4 s FSP1-
CoQH2 % %: 3@ #of FSP1 ¥ CoQ i J§ 2l CoQH2, Bl
1E B8 i 2t 4 4k ; DHODH-CoQH2 £ %t 4 i 42 i {4
P | B DHODH ¥ CoQ i J5 i CoQH2, {4 1 £k
iR RE B s GCH1-BH4 & Siif it GCHI 34 it BH4 /Y
A R S B I T SR A

2 BT S5 EER

2.1 FHRBEXEERTME AR OCH BB E M
(AMD) J&—Ff i T RPE Fl G A2 2% 147 1 48 v )
U Do JEE B DXL g R A I Ak B S
£ AMD & A it g v R 8] T SCBE AR L R I B 4k
M T 2 IR AMD . A SCECUHGE |, 5 AR R
Fb, AR N v i ok R B R N . AMD R
I N BR 4 2195 B 2 Al R, A Y R Az 2
RPE #l Bruch JIE | 3¢ 58 R 98 (drusen) H (19 8 7K ~F- 8¢
IE G RRAL B BT 5y AP IR 5 O 4R )
AMD f8 5 W R o A Bk AR ORBR AR K T
XU EE AMD ) 40 19 B4 R 3R 5 4 011 B 11 R 3k K
A O, X S S PR R B AR I ZE AL 51 R Bk
FET- A HE & AMD A% 9 4 ffL it 7 i e 2 — o kAt
T OB 2 IR 7 GPX 4t 7E AMD 29 2 & v i 5]
FHEMEMN ., —H T ARPE-19 40 j i i 52 o
i I I R 7R 3 b A SRR I R S R i is Tk
GSH A B A% 41 i N GSH K, 2 fifi ROS 7K F |
Tt GPX4 KT M, S5 B0 M 56 T8 5 i 4l 2k
FET 40l 700 AT LA L X P A BB TS . UETA %
I GPXA IR & F5 5 Z 0 Rl 5 /) B b B 2
e v R S5 3k SR A W KO B s R AR RLNEL . S
— IG5 E GPXA BIB9S 4% 400 i 5=
R28 R B, Al NG ot ok A Ak bR i 48 i -2- T
J#i & (4-hydroxy-2-nonenal , 4-HNE ) % N-H 3£-D- K
A R (N-methyl-D-aspartic acid, NMDA ) &b B 1
20 M HEAT S G, RE S MR AR GPXA 1 48 i N B
it AL I T R AL, B NMDA &b B A AR
Do 77 B A A o K S A IR B GPX 4 2 4 4 A0 1) g
20 M AR S BT T 1B A AL, GPX4 1 %A B
GBS E ALY NG B B R A ZE T3

2.2 MBEBRETHE WO EEH(RP)E—
Tl eh A7 M6 R 32 45 20 I R RPE B 405 51 & 1 it 1%
P P B b AR AT R R Y . BRAE SR R B
o R L 0 . WAk (Fe® ) il DAk i 4

TS A % 0 [ R AR B ROS, X DNA VR R
FIG T 38 A A B A7 o 72 g R B Mk 35t 1% RP 3l
Py AL rd 10 /)y B A0 AR G 2 1 3R 3k S e
Bk R T I AR AN B B B AR AR
HNE 4% 8755 /)5 U 19 88 1 o ot 480 Ak K P B T, 0 B
RP A5 o 7 A 400 I R 2k £ 38 0 e i i, i 4k ot o 2
L, 5 SO I A i g B e AR, LIU AN
i, E AL LR B9 (sodium iodate, ST) 34 il ARPE-19
21 1L P9 AN R R i T ROS 7K - [R] B R ARG HE P
I JEPE AR B H ORI 2 Bk Z R KT fF ARPE-19 N iR
Frad E AL G N, e 205 AN AR T 1) 40 i B R
Iy A AT B R 2k 8% (ammonium ferric citrate,
FAC) i 21 28 LA BE SN £k mT LU 38 ST 5 1Y
20 ML AE T TS P Ak A ) 2 Ak i sk R T A o) 5
ferrostatin - 1 A DL 2t 38 ST % 5 () 4 i %8 1- &
ROGERS"'#¢ 38 , ] ¥ A= /)N BB 385 1A% P4 12 5 i 1R
WL (FeSO,) Ja , /I BUIR Bk HNE %92 9¢ )t 42 800 22
B AZ A Y A ] AL I B A I 212 AR
1R 2R 3K 18 m, #4028 & B4 % 2 (outer
nuclear layer, ONL ) 2 3 | [ i:h M-k #8251 Al S-4E
MR I mRNA KR, 55 —WAF s i id 1
FIGs AL 7E /D BB IS R s A Fe? ' A T )
P RS P 22 3% v 2 v 2 Bl AR AR B AR C W 1Y
mRNA K34, S5 2046 08 7 A Fe? 1/ B
W HNE K CF #5 F Fe'* oA #EE K X B4, OCT
AT LA R B ONL BH 58 A8 . i 3l i) — ORI 5
WAESE T FSP1-CoQ-NADH il GSH-GPX4 i %2
5 ST 5 AR A% RPE 41 il . ARPE-19 41 fill & Al
/1N BRRR P RS e e %) 0 IO JEE R SR T, R AR T 4 o R
Ferrostatin-1 7] 3 & FSP1-CoQ-NADH #1 GSH-
GPXd4 il 5 35 22 fiff ST 5 RPE 40 g 5% /&
Z AR AE T HL I B T BE B A5 . DL B BFSR R OR RP
FEAE AR 25 L SR BT At S Ak 3G n 2k 5 O Jk
TSI T AR R o

2.3 MERFAMERET OB IR PE AR AR g AR
(DR J2& 1 PR 55 # DL B G000 A8 O e , 02 B 1S
e R BRI Z 2 AT 5E B IR
S5, R AT 5 S RPE 48 g A A0 09 56 248 1 A8 PN B2 4
fitg (retinal capillary endothelial cells, RCEC)#kFET=
LIU 5 N 078 B DR 5 5 300 38 368 0k v J B 3 1) 2
i o J2 T 4 i i 2 PRl - -B( Glia maturation factor-§3,
GMFB) 1] LA &l ATP6VIA 3 [H () % ik, OF i 3
RPE 4t i rfv i) ¥ il 14 D) fg , TS 20 B AR R
ACSLA 8 H A IG5 o, of — 22 75 T RPE 41 i
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BRIET , B 2P UL I T RE . b, A i b
35 55 09 RPE 41 fd i, 42k 58 T 91 1 571 ferrostatin-1 Fll
ROS & B 7l NAC 7] DLRE I 41 i 3 g BT 2o 4816 9
R ALY Bk Fe? KF 9855 ARPE-19 48
JIfL e e 4 WS S A B AR FE T Y . ZHANG 5§
TE AR 2 148 N B 48 B (human retinal capil-
lary endothelial cells, HRCEC) /1 & B , & Wi Ak PR A]
% % HRCEC " TRIM46 % 3k 8 fin , Hoal i i+ &
GPX4 7z Z 4L fE # HRCEC 836 1=, in A& FE -4
il 390 J5 AT LA E A S R E T . L R R
B, R AL T 78 i BRI S TR X RPE 41 i fl RCEC F) 44
i 2 X HEEIEH

2.4 MBRERmBEEE ORI A T
(RIRT) A2 8 il i bR 25 T 04 40 0o JI55 o 30 Pk &2 1 YAk
TR P05 A D e R BEK 2 45 A B R i,
BN T R D A 45 . A H R OE T RIRT A
BRACT WA S (AR BE T O B IE 52 5 #L 4 A
A5 A B P 05 B U A DG, i
JULET S e ot P R A A . LTAE YR A
0 SN 5 2 A A N = VN £ s s )
A Ak, e RS I P T R S A RO A B AT
UM 40 e 2 40 L RGC | K Tt 40 it A8 P J
2 L Y S 0 /D R B T DR AR IBOG A RGC R A
2 i S5 40 M R ) ek L A, LR e 0 7 R BT T AT AE
Gz RGCFET- MM & RAE o I3 — L T/ B RIRTAE
U v 30 0 0 B E  B  BEALME B Gl
RGCs Hi# 35 AR A 6 38 4 1) 3% 58 35 T &5
okl RGC HiiE 5 Fer ™ R, FLA TR E & 57 L8k
fifil (deferiprone, DFP)JA Y7 RIRT/INER G , 71N BRAR I i
T RGC B B . XIS gkt -2 5
RIRT & ML 42 B TG ROEHE |, #2785 BR3E T2 7E RIRT
il B AR

3 HKRETE5AWERRRST

BH A BRI TR n ke, © A 2 A ke T3 )
0 590 4% A& L, 40 ferrostatin-1 | liproxstatin-1, 2% 4k
Jtiz (deferoxamine, DFO) .DFP %1% | X SL 4R ZE T 410
il 00 A R AR PR R AR AR . &R E G YR
Z B (Zn/DFO) A DL i 28 & A Fa e Bk, il b gk
FET- 05, 18] rd 10 /I BB T8 4 Zn/DFO Ji= , /N B
P 58K B KT BRI, R B A T Bk R
A, 328 T /0 A0 O 1 8 40 A8 1L AR A R
£ 77 DFP 4t ¥ ARPE-19 40 g )5 , 2o %0 1k S0 41 i

() 75 P B B AR, EL/N B IR DFP R, %8 390 9 4
AN e s Rk 2D, A 0 4 24 T R I AR ik A ik 2
Wef AT /0 BRI R B ey 4 A 7 98, X 400 IO A P R fd
F AP B A BSTH | o2 B R L 1 42 B
b AR FH k2 A0 I A o i, TRE & —
Toft IR R ) A B AR 7 R DR IR A A R B e A v 3
S R R P B B R 1 A Ta) B AT kR )
A Ao 3R R X S b BB R AR I TR, AT A I A
PP I B

T o ] PR AR R SR TSR R 42, W GPX4-GSH
Bl R LA A B R PR T AR LI B . 7E R A
13175 5 19 A0 T S A5 P A5 A v GPX 4 BURG Bk PR/ R
IR 2% TP GPX 4 38 35 48 in o 25 1 5 B L 2 R
R LB 20 B 4 A BT T, X AR I L A B A AR
VERY o 2606 S 0 /0y BRUVK 2% IS A= il 45 T Bl
(choroidal neovascularization, CNV ) # & /v % ¥ |
SLC7ATLL 335 34 hm, 4 b 5 50 56 3F & 3 i 3% 1k
SLC7ATLL W /> 8 FE 125 5 | erastin 5f RSL3 5| &
() 40 B BE T, N SLC7ALL 4 1 ) AR A%
SLCTATLYE AN v NG B it % A K- If B Ik T ARPE-
19 A9 40 i 315 1k , 36 ] SLC7A11 38 1 4 9" RPE 41 Jitg
T Z BRAE T, TE OGRS 1 CNV AR AL i 75 G
TEFT,

B 1] E 53 9 R Ak B W A I RT LA R filk
BRBE TS BN L B o il 2T 3 A A - 1
(heme oxygenase-1, HO-1) # 1A A J2& %1k W 34 19 7]
T2 8 A, TN ANl 21 R R AR R — AR L IE
RO B AR Rl IR R B, HO- 1 ai I
() ARPE-19 4 ifg K ffi JfI HO-1 0 157 ZnPP I Jis
S9N HO-1 R 98 A7 DL o 8 3R 2 7 LR
5 HO-1 1 2 8] (14 3% V5 96 25K 30 ) RPE 361,
B B GO IRZ 5 R0 RPE A8 M [543 D g .

BRI 22 Ah VF 22 KR A A P 3E ik 18 B AT T
FIIRITE R o AR ik IO K B AR 2 0E
G A% R F-E2 M DG BB 1 215 5 38 6 0 55 480 Ak I 3 R
IR FE T K7, PF SR A o 15 ACSLA .,
GPX4 SLCTALL R AR AH 5C 8 11>k 2% fif B Joa iot
AL IF D R R

4 BREMERE

BRAE T A B B AT BRI TR A 4R i A T
N, I 2 B L A 58 MR I 5 W 14 % Je O e
THRIT I o FEHR BRI, Bk AL T 2 Fh A kg
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T Y A AR A R DD AR OC RV B W) 8 E T 4R
T LVRATE B BEAL R (H AR A /R BIL R AT R 2 —
ARATRR . I, ARk B0 58 0 5 f T W il Bk A
T AE AN TR R A JIEE 0 g v 8 EL AR 9 P LA, T R R
W2 5 ERFET S R R SCHE o T RS S Bk . A,
Bt X BRI T Y T B, R A R ANk AT T 0 ) 5
T8 73 2l 0 AR AR R Th s T AR AR (H X 2
IR AE NAR R BT T R4S B ST ik . ) 22 Y
WIF 5 IO HE — 25 PF AR K 88 25 W) 75 i PR ) 22 4 1 A
AR IR R DT AL M RO 10 97 T B o Bk
U T AR AL 9 R R e B BF 5 7 1R, HE T R
1) VA w3 T, JC R A T PR A % A A O o
PUAAL A 2R 5007 T, X L6 5w A B I R IG T 4
k4 37 A9 S5 18] o

&% ik
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